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OVERVIEW
Over the past 12 months, Amnesty’s ‘My New Neighbour’ campaign has worked to pull 
together a diverse show of support behind community led, neighbourhood driven ways to 
create a more inclusive and welcoming Australia. 

29 local governments to date have supported the campaign; many local groups and peak 
bodies including the Ethnic Community Council of Victoria have celebrated this work.
Diaspora groups have expressed interest and are keen to share their stories, and start a 
new conversation that focuses on the strengths of our communities - including the collective 
sum of us. 

PROJECT FOCUS
There is an opportunity in 2019 to bring a range of diaspora voices together with other 
Australians, to showcase ‘what people are willing to do for their new neighbours’. 

That opportunity is a photo exhibition to be held in multiple local government areas where 
communities are keen to see a conversation take place about what we can all collectively 
do, to nurture more inclusive and welcoming communities.

GOALS
1. Provide people with refugee backgrounds an avenue to directly advocate on issues 

that affect them and their communities, with a focus on inclusion, harmony, and 
community led/neighbourhood driven initiatives. 

2. Celebrate those who have found refuge in their new homes, as well as their grassroot 
supporters, in vastly different communities across Australia. 

3. Provide an accessible way for members of the public to engage with and be 
informed about community led, neighbourhood driven initiatives to create a more 

Right now, there are Australians who don’t feel safe in their own homes or 
in their places of worship.

It doesn’t have to be this way.

Now more than ever we need to celebrate & nurture the goodness that 
exists in our neighbourhoods. 

We need to take a stand against racism. We can and must stand up for our 
neighbours, some of whom are refugees.  

In 2019, Amnesty International Australia will be partnering with local 
communities, migrant and refugee groups, peak bodies and community 
organisations, to celebrate the goodness that lives in our communities. 
We want to take a look at what it means to build inclusive and welcoming 
spaces from the ground up. 

Together with our diaspora and migrant communities and across the sector, 
we are hoping to collect and share 100 stories that share the journey to 
inclusion and help unlock the welcome.



inclusive and welcoming city; and what these could look like through the eyes of a 
refugee and their supporters.

4. Provide opportunities e.g. exhibition launch events, for our local, state and federal 
leaders to hear the voices of their communities. 

5. Provide opportunities for governments to get behind positive conversations focused 
on the goodness that exists, and the steps that we can all collectively take, to nurture 
more inclusive and welcoming spaces. 

SPECIFICATIONS
Each exhibition will showcase between 16-20 stories of refugees as well as those who 
have supported them. 

The exhibitions are to be rolled out during August/September 2019. 

Exhibitions to be resourced by participating local governments, local community groups, 
peak bodies in partnership with Amnesty International Australia. 

MILESTONES
• Broad based public: community engagement/participation

• Schools to engage with the exhibitions by hosting it in their libraries.

• Councils to engage residents by hosting exhibitions in their libraries and community galleries.

• Businesses to consider hosting some of the photos in their venues.

• Religious organisations to be invited to exhibit the work in their venues.

• Local Government: engagement/re-engagement

RESOURCES
Local Governments will be able to support the exhibition through both in-kind and 
financial support. Local residents or members of community groups, to apply for funding, 
supported by Amnesty International. 

While Amnesty and key supporters will pull together the exhibition and associated 
content, community support is required for the following: 

Venue (libraries, community halls, gallery spaces)

Exhibition launch event (Amnesty to support curation)

Promotion of the event (media, social media, local service and diaspora networks)

*Amnesty will be able to support groups to apply for grant funding from supporting local 
governments.

TIMELINE
Phase 1 (April 1 - April 30): 
Participating groups and local governments identified e.g. peak bodies, diaspora 
organisations, local Amnesty and RAR groups, church and other religious organisations. 
Stories identified (Amnesty in partnership with supporting groups)w

Phase 2 (May-June): 
Exhibition planning & initial promotion 
Interviews and content gathering 
Early release of photos for select events/audiences/platforms

Phase 3 (July - August):
Final stages of event development
Exhibition preparation (photographers)
Media & promotion - final stages of prep.  
(Amnesty, local governments and participating organisations)

Phase 4 ( August - September): 
Exhibition roll out (local groups)
Regional & national media opportunities

Phase 5 (November): 
Project evaluation (Amnesty and supporting partners) 
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PROJECT CONTACT

Shankar Kasynathan
Amnesty International Campaigner

p: 0422 845 085

e: Shankar.Kasynathan@amnesty.org.au 


