
Tips for writing letters 

 Keep your letter short by raising only one or two key issues. 

 Ask a question on those issues that require a personal response (refer to sample questions for inspiration) 

 If you are emailing your letter, write it in a word program and attach it as a document to the email rather 
than place it in the body of the email. Many electorate offices do not reply to emails as they are often not 
considered official communications. 

 Use the correct title of the person you are addressing 

 ‘Mr/ Mrs/Ms/Dr First Name Last Name MP’ 

 ‘Senator First Name Last Name’. 

You are likely to get a wordy or evasive answer. Read it carefully. If it does not actually answer your question, 
write again pointing out politely that they have not answered the question. Repeat the question and ask for an 
answer. Repeat this process as often as necessary. 
If you get an answer, write asking another question and repeat the above process. 

Sample questions on different topics 

Use these to help as inspiration for your letters to elicit a personal response and reflection from your 
representatives 

As the elected representative in my electorate of ……….., I would like to know your position in the following matter: 
 
Asylum seekers: 

 Do you believe that Australia should accord to refugees and asylum seekers all their rights and 
entitlements under relevant international laws? Are you aware that current laws and policies violate 
these rights? 

 Do you believe that people commit an offence by arriving in Australia without permission and seeking 
asylum? If Yes, what offence do they commit? 

 Do you agree that all refugees should be treated equally regardless of how they arrived in Australia? 

 Do you agree that asylum seekers not afforded protection in Australia should only be returned in safety 
and dignity, and never to a place of danger? Do you agree that where there is credible evidence this 
does not occur, Australia has a responsibility to investigate our methods and locations of forced 
removal? 

Detention: 

 Do you agree that children should not be detained? 

 Do you agree that refugees and asylum seekers should not be detained indefinitely? 

 Do you agree that no refugee or asylum seeker should be subjected to any human rights violation in 
order to deter others from seeking asylum in Australia? 

 


