
12 Myths about Asylum Seekers  

  

Myth #1: Asylum seekers are illegal.  
 

FACT:  Seeking Asylum is LEGAL  
FACT:  Arriving here and seeking asylum is not illegal  

   

Myth #2: Boat people are economic migrants.  
 

FACT  90% of Asylum seekers are found to be genuine refugees.  

  

Myth #3: They Must Be 'Cashed up' to Pay People Smugglers   
 

FACT  It is alleged that people who have the resources to pay people smugglers  could 

not possibly be genuine refugees. The UNHCR disputes claims about 'cashed up' 

refugees. In reality, many families and communities pool their resources in an 

attempt to send their relatives to safety. People smuggling is a crime that the 

international community needs to combat. However, this does not negate the 

legitimacy of asylum seekers’ claims, nor their need to seek refuge. The 

international community, in eradicating people smuggling, is also required to 

address the growing numbers of asylum seekers throughout the world. As a 

Western nation, Australia has a role to play.  
  

http://www.erc.org.au/index.php?JAS_DocumentManager_op=viewDocument&JAS_ 

Document_id=64&module=documents   
  

Myth #4: Asylum Seekers are Country Shoppers.  
 

FACT:  Malaysia & Indonesia aren't part of the UN Convention.  Refugees 

aren't recognized there, so they can't stop.  
  

Myth #5: Asylum seekers come here for Centrelink.  
 

FACT:  Most have no work rights.  
FACT:  Most live below the poverty line, relying on charity to survive.  
FACT:  While their status is being processed, and if they meet certain criteria, they may 

be eligible for financial support from the Asylum Seeker Assistance Scheme, 

administered through the Red Cross.   
This amount is 89% of the basic Centrelink allowance.   

  

Myth #6: Asylum seekers want to destroy our way of life  
 

FACT:  Asylum seekers and refugees are a part of Australia’s rich and multicultural  history, 

a history that makes us a rich and vibrant nation.  
  

Myth #7: Boat people are potential terrorists  
 

FACT:  No boat person has ever been proven to be a terrorist.   
Boat arrivals receive the most scrutinised security checks of all.  

  

Myth #8: Asylum seekers destroy their documentation to cheat the system.  
  

FACT:  Destroying documents has no benefit to asylum seekers.   
They often flee quickly and aren't able to get all necessary documentation before leaving.  

FACT:  Documentation as we know it does not exist. Records are kept for a community but 

individuals do not have a copy. (Hazara rural communities)  
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Myth #9: Asylum seekers who come by boat are queue jumpers  
 

FACT:  For most asylum seekers, there is no queue to join - coming by boat has often been 

the only option for finding a country where they may be accepted and become 

citizens and lead a normal life. Staying in danger in their own country, or living 

illegally in countries such as Malaysia and Indonesia, are the other alternatives.   
 

 What would you do?  
  

Myth #10: There is no Alternative to Mandatory Detention    
 

FACT: Asylum seekers claims need to be assessed for legitimacy. Australia is the only 

Western country that mandatorily detains asylum seekers whilst their claims 

are being heard. Asylum seekers are not criminals and detention should be minimal. 

The policy of mandatory detention is very expensive. Community based alternatives 

to mandatory detention can be found internationally and within the current Australian 

parole system.  
  

A select Committee of the NSW Parliament has costed alternatives to incarceration 

including home detention and transitional housing. These options are hugely more 

economically efficient, and much more humane.  
  

Sweden receives similar numbers of asylum seekers as Australia, despite having less 

than half the population. Detention is only used to establish a person’s identity and to 

conduct criminal screening. Most detainees are released within a very short time, 

particularly if they have relatives or friends living in Sweden. Of the 17,000 asylum 

seekers currently in Sweden 10,000 reside outside the detention centres.  

Children are only detained for the minimum possible time (a maximum of 6 days).  
  

http://www.erc.org.au/index.php?JAS_DocumentManager_op=viewDocument&JAS_Do 

cument_id=64&module=documents   
  

Myth #10: Charity begins at home, let's help our poor & homeless first.  
 

FACT:  Australia spends billions on mandatory detention and offshore processing.   
Placing people in the community would cost a fraction of that.  

NB - COSTS:  Approx. $400,000 a year to hold an asylum seeker in offshore detention.  
Approx. $239,000 to hold an asylum seeker in detention in Australia.  
Approx. $100,000 for an asylum seeker to live in community detention.    
Approx.   $40,000 for an asylum seeker in the community with Centrelink benefits.   

   

Myth #11 Australia is one of the most generous nations in the world with refugees.  
 

FACT:  80% of refugees are in developing countries. Australia is way behind other  nations 

for hosting asylum seekers and refugees, compare the figures with Lebanon, Turkey, 

and Jordan.   
  

Myth #11 Australia has too many refugees.  
 

FACT:  Tanzania hosts one refugee for every 76 Tanzanian people (1:76)  
FACT:  Australia hosts one refugee for every 1583 Australian people. (1:1583)  
  

N.B.  On coming to power, the Abbott Government reduced the humanitarian programme from 

20,000 resettlement places to 13,750.    
  

http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/page?page=49e487af6&submit=GO  
  

For further Information: www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org.au  Email: rar.australia@gmail.com 
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